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1. Summary  

 

1.1 The Committee is asked to note the response from the Mayor to its letter on setting local policing 

priorities and tackling neighbourhood crime. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the response from the Mayor to its letter on setting local 

policing priorities and tackling neighbourhood crime, as attached at Appendix 1 to the 

report. 

 

 

3. Background   
  

3.1 On 19 November 2018 Members visited Tower Hamlets to meet with Safer Neighbourhood Board 

(SNB), Ward Panel and Victim Support representatives to talk about the impact of borough 

priorities.  Seven crimes, including burglary, robbery and theft, make up close to half of all crime 

recorded by the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS).  The Police and Crime Plan put in place a system 

of ‘borough priorities’ to tackle these types of crimes, in which every borough picks two crimes from 

the seven and focuses efforts on tackling them.  The Committee also sought the views of other SNB 

and Ward Panel representatives to find out how well understood the priority setting process is; and 

discussed the difference that borough priorities can make with the MPS and the Mayor’s Office for 

Policing and Crime. 

 

3.2 Following the conclusion of that scrutiny investigation, the former Chairman wrote to the Mayor on 

19 March 2019.  The letter is here1. 

 

 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pcc_chair_letter_to_mayor_vru_131218.pdf 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pcc_chair_letter_to_mayor_vru_131218.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pcc_chair_letter_to_mayor_vru_131218.pdf


        

3.3 In the letter, the Committee recommended that the Mayor reviews the effectiveness of local priority 

setting including:  

 An assessment of how wider changes, such as the introduction of the crime investigation 

policy, more telephone investigations and the increase in the volume and complexity of crime, 

may be impacting on the success of local priorities, and how this can be mitigated. 

 An assessment of falling victim satisfaction in the MPS’s response to these most        

commonly-reported crimes, and how this will be addressed. 

 Specific actions to improve transparency of data, such as sanction detection rates, which can 

be used to assess the success of this approach and the potential impact on crimes not selected 

as local priorities. 

 Specific actions to improve the awareness and understanding of Londoners about the 

rationale, aims, and measures for the success of local priorities. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 The Mayor wrote to the former Chairman on 3 May 2019 with his response to the recommendations 

set out in the letter from the Chairman.  The letter from the Mayor is attached at Appendix 1 to this 

report for the Committee to note. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1: Letter to the former Chairman from the Mayor, dated 3 May 2019. 
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